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PREFACE

THE Vedantasara 1s an easy and concise commenta ary
on the Brahmasitras of _Badarayana_who s believed

to be identical with § Vyasa, the famous author of the
Mahabharata. The Vedantasara was wrtten by
Bhagavad R&m'mu]a (1017 to 1137 A.D.) 1n accordance
with the views s of the Visistadvaita school of Vedanta.
Sri Ramanuja was born at Stiperumbudur near Kafici-
puram as the son of Kes’a\asomwyajm and Bhadevi,
He was the puptl of Muhiparna and younger con-
temporary of St Yamunacarya of Srtrangam. His
other works are-: S’ribhﬁgs}"a, Bhagavadgitabhgsya"”
Ved?irthnsamgraha‘,/ Vcdﬁnmdipa'{ Gadyatraya and
Nityagrantha? Regarding the complete biography of
S'ri Ramanwa, the attention of the readers 1s drawn to
the Raminujacampd of RamInujacarya, published
in the Madras Govt. Oriental MS. Series No. 6. His
doctrine and teaching have been fully dealt with | )
Prof P. N. Srinivasacarya 1n_his_book entltled The‘

Ph:losophy of sz’xstadvaxtd pub lished in the Adyar
Library Series No. 39. This system was first expound-
ed by St Nathamuni, was developed to a great extent
by STt Yamundcarya through his works and was well

preserved by §1 Ramanuja through his works like the
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Sribhasya, and Vedarthasamgraha, after refuting the
contrary views of the opponents.

Perhaps this edition of the Vedantasara with
Enghsh trauslation 1s unique 1n its kind and I believe
it will render great and valuable service to the
research scholars 1n their comparative and critical
study of the Vedanta philosophy.

The under mentioned MSS. and printed book have
been used for this edition:

1. A 1l. The palm-leaf MS. of the Adyar Libray.
Grantha scrig;t Injured. Complete.
No. 20. H. 38.

2. A 2. The palm-leaf MS. of the Adyar Labrary.
Grantha script. Injured. Incomplete.
No.24. L. 3

3. M1. The palm-leaf MS. of the Madras
Govt. Oriental MSS, Library. Telugu
script. Shightly injured. Complete.
D. No. 5022. ..

4 M2 The palm-leaf MS, of the Madras Govt.
Oriental MSS. Library. Grantha
script. Injured. Complete D. No
5023.

5. M 3. The palm-leaf MS. of the Madras Govt.
Oriental MSS. Library. Telugu script
Slightly injured. Complete. D. No.
5024.

6. Pr. The printed edition of the Sri Venkates-
vara and Company, Madras.
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The translation was written by my friend Sri
M. B. Narasuhha Ayyangar of Bangalore. Iam glad
that I had the opportumty to revise and edit it
with the Sanskrt text in the Adyar Library Series
No. 83. I am indebted to the transiator and to the
Director of the Adyai Library for the inclusion of
this publication 1n the Adyar Library Series.

Thanks are due to the Curator, Govt. Oriental
MSS. Library, Madras for lending the MSS. Nos. 3 to
5 mentioned above, for collation.

My Colleague Pandit K. Ramachandra Sarma
rendered valuable assistance in reading the proofs and
preparing the indexes. T thankfully acknowledge his
help.

The Vasanta Press, Adyar, has to be thanked for
bringing out the volume with attractive neatness and
promptness.

9.2-1933 V. KRISHNAMACHARYA



INTRODUCTION

AFTER completing the course of study of the Vedas, the
student should perform the rituals mentioned therein, There
are rules prescribed for the proper performance of them.
But in the Vedas proper, these rules are not mentioned at all
Therefore the student has to go to other woirks for them.
Consequently certain subsidiary works on thc rules of inter-
pretation were composed by the sages and the carliest of these
works was the Mimdamsasitras of Jaimini.

But these Sifras were very short statements and they
could be interpreted 1n different ways ; consequently a number
of commentators arose. They interpreted these Sitras
differently., The performance of the rituals mentioned therein
grant only limited and transitory results. Hence these vedic
scholars went in search of other systems that could give the
unlimited and everlasting results,

Badardyana is the author of the Brahmasitras. He has
stated therein, on the authority of the Upanigads, that the
knowledge of the Brakman leads to everlasting benefits,
Badardyana mentions the names of Asmarathya, Audulﬁ)ﬁ':‘,
Badari and Kasa¥ftsna to show that they also were the
writers on the subject before him.

Certain occidental writers have placed the Sitra period
in the second century B. C. Their one object seems to have
been to show to the world that the Indians copied everything
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from the Greek literature. But the Indian writers have not
mentioned the date of their composition n any of their works,
Hence 1t 1s not possible to determine exactly when these
Sitras were composed. But the general impression 1s that
Badarayana, who is no other than Vyasa, lived about 3101
B. C. i e. the beginning of the Kali age.

These Satras, as already stated, are short and cryptic
statements. They can be interpreted 1n any way as the
commentators bked. Hence they had a number of commen-
tators, namely, S'ri Samkara, Raimanuja, Pirpaprjiia, Bhas-
kara, Nimbirka, Vallabha and others. Each of these
commentators interpreted the Sifras in his own way different
from the others. At times, a S#tra was split into two by
certain commentators or some of the Sitras are missing in
certain commentaries.

S'ri Ramanuja has contributed nine works 1n Sanskrit on
the Visistadvaita philosophy. None of his Tamil works 1s
available so far. The Sanskrit works are (1) Vedantasara,
(2) Vedantadipa, (3) S'ri-Bhasya (4) Gitabhdasya, (5) Vedar-
thasamgraha, (6) S'aranagatigadya, (7) Vaikunthagadya,
(8) S'ri-rangggadya and (9) Nityagrantha. Of these, the S'7i-
Bhisya is an elaborate commentary on the Brahmasitras of
Badarayana. Veddntasira is a very concise commentary on
the same and Vedantadipa is a commentary in between
these two.

In the introduction to his Vedantadipa S'ri Ramanuja
summarises the teachings of Vedanta to the following effect :
Of the three ultimate, entities known to philosophy, the
intelligent individual soul is essentially different from the non-
mtelhgent matter and t the Supreme Brahman. The essential
differences “thus existing between matter, soul and the
Brahman, are intrinsic and natural. God, who 1s the same
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as the Supreme Brahman, is the material and efficient cause
of the universe; and the universe, which 1s made up of matter
and soul, is the effect_ produced by Him. Matter ard soul
form the bod) of God, and tlus body 1s capable of existing in a
subltl/e, as well as in a gross condition.  God with las subtle
body constitutes the universe in His casual condition ; and with
His Eﬁsg.'bod}‘,» He forms the created umverse itself. The
mdividual soyls enter _into matter and thereby make it live.
bxmx)a’lm(}oqﬂgx@ﬁ_ }nto matter and soul and give them
their powers and their specific characters. “The universe
without God 1s “exactly” analogous to matter without soul
and in the world, as we know 1t, all things are what they
are, because God has penetrated into them and rules and
guides them all from within, so much so that all things
are representatives of Him and all words denote Him in the
main.

S'ri Ramanuja has based his commentaries on the
following works: (1) Divyaprabandha of S'ri S’a;kaﬁnﬁa;
(2) Siddhitraya (3) Agamapramanya and (4) Stotraratna of
S'ri Yamuna; and (5) Nydayatattva and (06) Yogarahasya
of S'ti Nathamuni? OF these the Divyaprabandha is written

Tamil and the rest are all written in Sanskrit. Further
Snm:wcrh are not available now.

Certain special features can be noted in 8’7 Rimdnuja’s
works. Of all the Sansknt commentators of the Brahmasiatra,
Rimdanuja is unique in one respect and that is this namely
he proved the relation between the Brahman on oue side and
the souls and matter on the other, in the form of soul and
ngqgnbhaw) so that all the scriptural texts on
the Bheda and Abheda between them, could be sensibly
interpreted. In-support of this view he mentions Bodlxdym\ra,
Dramida, Guha, and ;l‘aﬁ\ké and others, who had lived before
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him and who had written treatises on the Brahmasiitras.
He also states in S'ri-Bhdasya that he bas followed their
teachings in this work.

S'ri Rimantya has held that the twelve chapters of Piarva-_
mimamsa, four chapters of Saw‘zkar.sakdnda and the four che‘x’piets
In support of this view, he has quoted the passage from
Bodhiyana thus: “ GRaRasgiiid SfEdq dGeaeytafy
samcafafy: 7?. The authors of these three works are

different persons, but these constitute one _r_gxam work, as they
deal with one subject. Jaimini beEI?x?Tus work with Atha
(then). The Bralmasitras also begin with Atha. By this, 1t
15 not correct to hold that they are different works. Even in
Jaimunt's Mimamsasitras different chapters begin with the
word Atha,

According to S'ri Ramanuja, Bhaktiyoga is the means
for the realisation of the Self and the attainment of Mohsa
which constitutes _eternal Bliss. It 1s synonymous with
Upasana (meditat _gg) “That Blakti kti (devotion) results w holly
from Viweka (discrimination), Vimoka (freedom), Abhydsa
(practice), Kriya (work), Kalyina (auspiciousness), Anava-
sida (absence of weakness), and Anuddharsa (absence of
excessive merrimeni); because 1t 1s only so possible, and
because also there 1s scriptural authority to that effect. )

Who then 1s this Brehman? S'vi Riminuja defines Him
thus: By the word Brahman 1s denoted the Highest Person
who is, by nature, devoid of all evils and 1s possessed of a host
of auspicious qualities, which are innumerable and unsurpass-
able in excellence. For, everywhere m the contexts the word
Brahman is seen to have been derived from the association
of Brhattva (greatness) aud whatever greatness 1s, by nature
as well as by gualities, unsurpassable 1n excellence, that 1s its
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primary and natural meaning. And He who possesses such
greatness, Is alone the Lord of all. Hence the word Brahman
1s primarily used to signmify Him alone. In cases where, on
account of the association of a modxcum of that quality, other
things'than the Lotd areT fheant by the word Brahman, it must

s gt i S e L

have been g§ed ina seconddry_ sense; because 1t 1s improper to
po?ffxf;{e a variety of meanings for it, as it is improper in the
case also of the word, Bhagavat. He is is the Supreme Self
known_as Nargyana whose _abode 1s S’ri "Vaikuntha and
WW or Maha- quggrln
The Brahmasitras consist of four Adhydyas (chapters)
and each of the four chapters consists of four Paidas
(parts). The first chapter 1s called the Samanvayddhyiya
and 1t determines that the Brahman is the cause of creation,
systenance and destruction of the universe. The second
\ﬁipter is called the Avi;odhdrlkydyc and 1t removes any

nconsistency that may arise for such determination. It estab-
é]ahes ﬁrmlL what the" “first chapter has done.  The third
chapter s called Sadhanddhydya and it mentions the ¢ means
4for attaining the Brghman. The last chapter is called Phaladk-
yiya and it treats of the results obtained from that means.
In the scheme of things, the first two chapters are qulte
distinct from the last two chapters.

The Vedintasitra begins with this benedictory verse :

‘1 bow unto Visnu who has for his body all the sentient
and the nonsentient beings, who is the Self of all objects, who
is associated with the Goddess 8'ri; who is the Ocean of Bliss
untainted with impurity ’,

By this we learn that the Supreme Being according to
S'ri Ramdnuja is Vignu who has for his body all the sentient
and the non-sentient beings. 1t is also clear that the sentient
beings, the non-sentient things and the Lord are distinct from




each other and that the Lord is possessed of a host of auspi-
cious qualities bereft of all evils. The Lord could only be
approached throug_ﬂ_Bhaktz (devotion) or Prapatis which is

the system of philosophy and religion as enunciated by
Réamanuja, thus :

That the Vedantas establish the Brahman, who is blame-
less and possessed of good qualities, who 1s the cause of the
universe and who has the nature of unsurpassed bliss. The
Brahman then is the object of highest pursuit and He is both
the 1nstrumental and matenal cause of the umverse.

iThe Satras 5 to 12 refute the theory of Samkhya that
the Pradhina or Prakrti causes the world.

The Siutras 13 to 22 advance another argument, namely:
the Self mentioned for meditation 1n the text, ‘Different
from this which consists of knowledge, is the still Inner Self,
the Anandamaya’ (Tait. 11-1-1) etc., can only be the Highest
Self and not the individual self.

The next two Sitras determine that the Supreme Being
is denoted by the word Akdsa and Prana ; because there are
the scriptural texts—* All these beings are, indeed, born out
of Akasa” (Chand. Up. 1-9 11) etc.

The Sdtras 25 to 28 raise another point, namely: The
word Jyotis (or light) occurring in the scriptural text, ‘ Now
that Light, which shines beyond this Highest Heaven, etc.
(Chdnd. 111-13-7) cannot be the digestive heat in the stomach,
because in the same context, there occurs a reference to the
Highest Person who is denoted by the word, Jyotis (hight).
Further there is nothing wrong if Jyotis is taken as the
digestive heat ; because the teaching hers is a commendation
enjoining the continued meditation of that Highest Person
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in the form of that digestive heat for the purpose of attaining
the fruition of a desired result.

The last four Satras 29 to 32 state that the word Indra,
used to denote Indra as identified with Prana, refers to the
Highest Person, whose body 1s Indra.

The remaining parts 2 to 4 also deal with certain scrip-
tural texts and clearly state that the Universal czuse is the
Highest Self and not the dividual selves. (Vide S'ri
Vedintadesika’s Adhikarapasiravali, verse 18 “ gxdseqed-
RifizAzEgeTEshaigarT: .

11 Adhyaya. The first two Sitras of the first part of the
second chapter deal with the topic: Kapila s a great sage,
who composed the Samkhyasitras and he states that Pradhdna
1s the cause of creation etc., of the universe. As such his
system has to be accepted. If an argument of this type could
be accepted 1t will lead to the result, namely, Manusmrts and
other works will have no place and have to be discarded as
useless. The Vedanta texts are in need of supplementary texts
to establish their meaning. The other Smrti writers have
contradicted the meaning of the Vedanta texts. It is only
Manu and others that have supported their meaning. Hence
Manu and others and not Kapila, that have to be accepted as
the authors of the supplementary texts.

The next Sitra determines this point, namely : The Yoga-
siitras were composed by a great person like Hiranyagarbha.
Hence 1t has to be accepted as a supplementary text. Here
the argumentators have missed one important point. Hiranya-
garbha 1s after all the four-faced Brahman, who is tainted
with the qualities of Rajas and Tamas, and he has composed
these Siatras. Therefore it has to be assumed that these
Yogasiiras are contaminated with the qualities of Rajas and
Tamas. Heace they have to be rejected.
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The next nine Siatras raise an important point: The
universe is a non-sentient being and the Brahman is a
sentient being. A sentient being cannot be the material cause
of a non-sentient being. This 1s so seen 1n the world. Hence
Brahman could not be the cause of the universe. This s
not correct. We find in the world that the sentient beings
etc. are born out of the non-sentient ones. Therefore it is
also appropriate to state that the Brahman 1s the cause of the
world.

The next Sitra states thus: Kanada, Aksapida and the
Buddha have accepted the atoms to be the cause of the world.
Therefore their theory has to be accepted. This is not
correct ; because they have established their system on reason-
ing discarding the scriptural texts.

The next Sitra states thus: The Brahman has for his
body all the sentient and the non-sentient beings. Therefore he
has to cxperience all pleasure and pain like any other indi-
vidual self. This 15 not correct; because the pleasure and
pain are subject to Karman and the Brahman is free from all
Karmans.

The next six Sitras state thus: The world which is
effected by the Brahman 1s not different from the Biaghman,
because the effects such as pot etc. are perceived to be not
different from their causes, the clod of clay etc.

The next three Sitras raise an important point. Suppose
the universe becomes identically one with the Brahman. Then
the Brahman becomes tainted with the mistake, namely, that
He is the creator of the universe that is not beneficial to
Himself. This is not so; He 1s distinct from the universe n
His essential nature as stated in the scriptural text, * Remain-
ing within the self’ etc. Hence the faults of the world do
not touch Him.
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The first nine Sitras of the second part of the second
chapter state thus: ‘ The Pradhana of the Samkhyas cannot
produce the umverse; because the Pradhana, which is non-
sentient cannot produce the effect without the association of
the sentient agent.

Then Badariyana refutes the views of the Sautrantika and
Vaibhasika schools of Buddhism thus: The Bauddhas have
accepted that the aggregates of earth etc. are nothing but
the atoms. But their argument falls to the ground ; because
they have accepted the momentariness of all objects including
the atoms that form the aggregate and are destroyed in the
second moment of their existence.

The next three Sitras refute the views of the Yogdcdras
thus: ‘The views held by the school, that establish the
negation of objects other than cognition, are not correct.’
What 1s apprehended in the sentence, ‘I know the pot’ is the
object that 15 used in the objective case. It is not possible
to say that its negation is apprehended. The forms of
cognition do produce i mea the idea of particular objects
and not the objects themselves.

The next Sitra criticises the view of the Mddhyamika
school. ‘The wview of universal voidness is not correct,
because when the proposition is to be proved it should refer
to the object of existence and not of nothingness.’

After refuting different views held by the opponents, Bdda-
rayana comes to the PaAcardtra school. This Adhikarana is
called as Utpattyasambhavidhikarana or the PdRcardtradhi-
karana. He raises the objection against this school in the first
two Sitras and answers it in the last two Sitras. According
to hum the Paficardtra system is entirely correct and it does
not contradict the view of Vedanta. Samkarsana, Pradyumna
and Aniruddha are different incarnations of Lord Vdsudeva,
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The Caturvyihopasana 1s one of the Brahmavidyds like
the Sadvidya, Daharavidyd etc.

In the third part of the second chapter, the author
determines that the spatial ether (Akdsa) is a product as
there are scriptural statements to prove this. Same could be
said of the Vayu etc.

Then he explains that the individual self is not pure con-
sciousness as held by opponents. But he 15 a knower ; and
he 1s 1nseparably connected with another substance known as
knowledge. With the help of this knowledge he is able to
find out everything. This knowledge bears to the self the
relationship of the rays to the object that emanates those rays.

The next seven Sitras state thus: The self 1s the doer
and not the three qualities, 2., Sattva, Rajas and Tamas ; the
next two Sitras state thus - The actions of the individual self
are all dependent upon the Highest Self. But it should not be
said that the Highest Self 1s responsible for all man’s actions,
because man alone should choose the first action and the
subsequent actions arise as a corollary to his first action.

The first three Sitras of the fourth part of the second
chapter state thus: ‘ The sense organs are all products in the
same way as the spatial ether (Akdsa) etc. because there
15 the scriptural statement.” The Saf, alone, my dear, was
in the beginning !

The next two Sitras state thus: ‘The sense-organs
are eleven 1n number and they move with the self.’

Then the topic of the Prana is elaborately dealt with in
this part.

III Adhyaya. The first seven Sitras of the first part of
the third chapter determine this point: * The individual self
when he moves from one body to another, goes enveloped by

the rudiments of the elements’,
C
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The next four Sitras state thus: ‘On the passing of the
works, the individual self returns to the world with a remainder
of the works, whose fruit he has not enjoyed.

The next ten Sitras state thus: Those who have done
meritorious works, (Punya-karmans), reach the moon. But
those who have done non-meritorious works (Papa-karmans)
do not go to the moon.

The next S#tra states thus: The individual self on his
return journey from the moon passes through the ether, the
wind, the smoke and the cloud in an order. Then he comes
into the earth in the form of rain.

The first six Satras of the second part of the third chapter
state thus: The objects seen 1n the dreams are real and not
created by the individual selves: but they are the creations of
the Highest Self.

The next two Siitras state thus: ‘ In the deep state of sleep,
it 1s stated that the individual selves sleep in the Ndadis and
also in pericarditum. When they awake they do not know
that they have slept on the Brahman.’ The next S#tra states
thus: ‘The same person, (who was in a deep state of sleep)
rises from sleep; because there are the works for which the
person of defective knowledge has to undergo retribution;
because also there is the remembrance.

The next fifteen Sitras state thus: ‘No mistake arises in
he Highest Brahman, even if He remains as an immanent
Self 1 all the four states, such as the waking state etc. In
the scriptures and 1n the Smytis it is stated that Highest
Brahman possesses twofold characteristics, namely, the absence
of inauspicious qualities and the presence of all auspicious
ones. Sins do cling to the individual selves. The individual
selves and the Highest Self are encased in a body; yet their
differential characteristics are stated in the scriptures,
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The third and fourth parts of the third chapter deal with
various Brahmavidyds which lead men to Moksa and other
aspirations according to their wishes.

IV Adhyaya. The first two Satras of the first part of,the
fourth chapter states thus: ‘ The knowing that 1s useful for
the attainment of the final release, has to be repeated more
than once.” Bhagavan S'ri Krsna states thus: * Worship Me,
with a devotion, directed to nothing else. Whose minds are
" fixed on Me I hft them before long etc.” (Bhag. Gi. 12-7).
The next Sitra states thus: ‘The meditation should be on
the Highest Self who 1s the Self of the individual selves.
The next Sitra state thus: ‘ The Highest Self should not be
apprehended 1n the symbol of the mind etc.

He then states thus: Meditation has to be made every-
day till death, because the scriptures say so. The next Sitre
states thus: When the meditation on the Brahman is begun
the earlier sins do not cling to him ; because those meditations
have that power. The next Siufra states thus: ‘As regards
the wise, the ordinary good deeds obstruct the attainment of
final release. But as they grant undesierd fruits, they either
do nothing to the selves or become destroyed. After death
they do not yield any results. The next S#ira states thus:
‘*The good and evil deeds performed before the acquisition of
knowledge, become destroyed without granting any fruits.
The texts say that they last till death.

The next three Sitras state: Agnihotra etc. are the
works to be performed by the Asramin. The life of an
Asramin is only intended for the acquisition of knowledge.
The good and bad deeds do not cling to a person, who
has obtained the knowledge on the Brahman. Further the
works done with knowledge cause obstruction to the grant
of the fruits after death. The last Satra states thus: ‘ Having
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destroyed by enjoyment the two kinds of deeds, the self
reaches the Brahman’,

The first two Sitras of the second part state thus: ‘The
organ of speech and other sense-organs stop working at the
time of death. Hence 1t is right to say that the sensc-organs
combine with the mind at death,

The next Siitra states: At death the mimd 1s combined
with the breath (Prdana) and the Prapa with the seif,

Then 1t 1s stated thus: The wise and the unwise follow
the same path till they reach the path of light, etc. The
Brahman could be reached only by traversing the path of hight,
A subtle body persists even after death.

Then the Sitras state thus: The Highest Person remains
within the heart of the individual selves. Through Ilis grace
the door of the heart becomes illuminated. Then he leaves
the body through the Susumnd Nadi on his head .

The next Siafra states thus: ‘The wisec go upwards
through the rays. These rays remain at night also. In the
winter season they are covered with snow. The next Sitra
states thus : ‘ Even those, who die at might, reach the Brahman,
The man must perform his duty, as long as he is encased in
the body. The works, which have begun to produce the
results, die with the body. They do not stand in the way of
attainment of the Brakman,

The next two Sitras state thus: The wise reach the
Brahman even if they die during the southern progress of the
sun. The Yogins remember both the paths and they will not
be deluded by doubt.

The third part begins: ‘The wise traverse by the path
of night etc’.

The next two Sitras state thus: The presiding deities of
light etc. who are directed by the Highest Person are
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conductors of the wise. After ightning, the self reaches the
Brahman. The next ten Satras state thus: Bddar: thinks
that those who meditate on the effected Brahman (i.e.
Hiranyagarbha) traverse the path of light etc. Because the
self that reaches Hiranyagarbha does not come back to the
world; because when the world of Hiranyagarbha passes
away, then the selves go with their ruler to the Highest. Jaimini
thinks that the Highest alone should be meditated upon
always. Badardyana states that those who meditate upon the
Brahman traverse the path of light etc. Some meditate upon
the Brahman as the Self of their selves. While others meditate
on their selves as having the Brahman tor the Self.

The first three Sitras of the fourth part state thus: ‘ The
self reveals 1tself 1n all his glory when be reaches the Highest.’

The next Sitra states thus: ¢ The released self experi-
ences the Highest, who 1s his Self, as one with him.’

The next three Siitras state thus : Jawmini thinks that the
nature like that of the Brahman, such as free from sin, mani-
fests itself in the individual Self. Auduloms thinks that his
very nature 1s intelligence. But Badardyana opines that he
possesses both of them mentioned above.

The next two Sitras state thus: ¢ The.Highest Person,
while 1 a sportive mood, is born as the son of Vasudeva and
Das-aratha by His mere wills. In the same manner the released
soul, who is mncluded in the sportive activity of the Highest
Brahman, can bave father, etc. in the world through his will.
But the released Self is not subject to Karman at anytime.

The next seven Sitras state thus: Badari holds that
released Self does not possess a body and the sense-organs.
Jaimini opines that he becomes mamfold with the help of the
body and sense-organs. But Badardyana thinks that he
possesses both these characteristics. The released Self does
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not possess bodies, that are his own creation. He enjoys the
sport, created by the Highest Person. The Self enjoys every-
thing by entering all as in the case of the lamp. The Self
remains in one place. But he experiences everything through
knowledge that acts as his hight.

The next five Siatras state thus: The released sclf
possesses the character of the Highest Person except creation,
sustenance, and destruction of the world.

The last Sistra states thus The released self does not
come back again to the world

S'ri Raméanufa postulates Personal God. He defines the
Brahman thus ‘By the word, Brahman, 1s denoted the
Highest Person, who 1s, by nature, devoid of all evil, and is
possessed of hosts of auspicious qualities, which are innumer-
able and unsurpassable in excellence. He accepts a world that
1s real, as 1s opposed to the world of illusion of the Advaitins.
Of the means of attainment pe accepts the Bhakti and
Prapatt: wherein the Lord is considered both as a means and
the object of attainment. Only he attains the Lord whom
He elects with grace. This 1s the truth of this system.

In concluding I wish to offer my heart felt thanks to Rao
Babadur K. V. Rangaswami Ayyangar, at whose instance I
translated into English the text of the Vedantasdra and to
Vaidyaratna G. Srinivasa Murti Director Adyar Library for
undertaking to publish this work in the Adyar Library Series.
My special thanks are also due to Pandit V. Krishnamacharya
of the Adyar Library for revising the translation and editing
it with the text. He also has added some necessary notes
and a valuable introduction 1n Sanskrit. I request the general
public to pardon me for any short comings that they may find
in the work.

4-2-1953 M. B. NARASIMHA AYVANGAR
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VEDANTASARA
OF
SRI-RAMANUJA
ADHYAYA I, PADA I
JIJNASADHIKARANA 1

1 BOow unto Visnu,' who has as his body all the sentient and
non-sentient beings, who 1s the self of all objects, who 1s
associated with Sri and who 1s the ocean of bliss untainted
with impurity.

! The Supreme God 1n Vigstddvaita philosophy and religion,
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Vedantasara or the quintessence of Vedanta is extracted
and offered to the public by the grace of the Highest Person.

1. Athato Brahma-jyhasa.
Then therefore the inquiry into the Brahman.

Here the word, then 1s used in the sense of coming there-
after, because it is followed by the word therefore The
word, therefore, 1s used in the sense of causation of that which
has been concluded previously, What has been concluded pre-
viously, 1s understood to be the knowledge of ritualistic works ;
because the inquiry into the Brahman, which is desired to be
commenced here, happens to be a portion of the inquiy into
the meaning of the Vedas. Indeed, for the person, who has
completed his study of the Veddas, the first duty 15 to make an
inquiry into the ritualistic works, as the Vedas commence to
deal with them 1n the beginning. Hence 1t 1s stated * Then
therefore the inquiry into the Dharma ” (Mim. 1. 1. 1), Taking
the topic of Dharma separately, it 1s determined 1n the series
of Satras ending with “*The priestly function must be common
for all the castes as all are able to do it” (Mim. 12-4-40) that

‘amﬁ. A1,M 1, *This s the Piirvapaksasiitra of the last Adhikaraga.
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AAFHEIRTHaETI g ¢ qgaRifivan?  g@ee
GATSIYT R0 FA: |

Td IGEENE FAUT 9 ggy A9 A q@mM|
Paiwed ffad afy, RWRTATEFR FaewinE-
fledod  aEFRT AAARRETANGE 28T, W gga-
EaTRauRfAcaAaEgauaTagedah: 6T FUg9@ S
R o safagEr I FAREREEE a9 e RoEa-
T waed T WAl |

the rituals of Prakrti and Vikrti kinds? are only the means to
attain the three-fold object of human pursuit viz. Dharma
(v.e. ritualistic works), Artha (1.e. wealth) and Kima (i.e.
gratification of desire).

The Vedas naturally imply their meaning. The ritualistic
works are their meaning. Itisalso determined that these mere
works can grant only the three-fold object of human pursmit
stated above. It 1s roughly realised in Veddnte, which 1s a
portion of the Vedds, that the ritualistic works give only smalland
transitory results and the Brahman-realization only can produce
infinite and eternal results. Then, in the person, who wants
to attain Moksa (i.e. final release), and who has determined

1ggasm M 2, M4, S&80a M 1, M 3,
GEET aNEN0 ; ARSI RTIRL SHRNRET gy
Yadi | gam@ ¥ Geg Rew afORAT | oW TAe gawem-
Yt | ag GRREIEE URT ¥ SgERsRETEmatEiy A
QERISTGENT: | GRNOMRT ASSTINAIE: | GEE0 9F swtleaRy-
qEmEERIRA: |
‘The Prakrtr 1s that, of which detasls are fully mentioned in the code.

The Vikrt: 1s that, of which details are not fully mentioned 1n the code, but
have to be borrowed from the Prakrt1
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that words can denote even the objects that have been already
in existence, the desire to know the Brahman springs up.
Therefore, 1t 1s stated in the Sitra, * Then therefore the inquiry
mnto the Brahman” (Br, S. I-1-1) that after the inquiry of
Karman, by the very same reason the inquiry into the Brah-
man 1s to be made.

Here 1s the scriptural statement thus—‘Having
examined the worlds obtained by works, let a Brahimana
acquire distaste on ritualistic works, as the object which is not
in the scope of being effected could not be gained by action ;
to know that object let him approach with sacred fuel in hand
necessarily a preceptor, who 1s learned in the Vedds and hasa
steady footing 1n the Brahman. To him (i.e. to such a pupil)
who with tranquil mind and restrained senses has thus
approached, that wise person (the guru) should speak of the
knowledge about the Brahman by which he (the pupil) can
know the ever-existing and indestructible Purusa (person)’
(Mund. 1-2-12 & 13). Here the Brahmana is one, who is en-
gaged in the study of the Vedas. The word Karmacitan means
‘gained through the works’. The word worlds (lokin) means
to imply ‘ those worlds that are destructible by nature as the
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deities worshipped are destructible’. He should determine
thus on inquiry into Karman—‘The Highest Person who 1s
eternal can not be attainable by works’ He (z e. the pupil)
then acquires distaste 1n all worldly objects. To know That
(Brahman) he should approach the preceptor alone with
fuel in hand. The word, ‘srotriya’ means, ‘one who 1s
learned mn the Vedds up to the end’. The words ‘ who hasa
steady footing in the Brahman’' mean ‘ One who has appre-
hended the true nature of the Highest Person’. Then
he (the preceptor) should speak of the knowledge of the
Brahman to him (the pupil) who approached him properly,
with which knowledge the pupil can know the Eternal
Highest Person. The perfect tense n the word Provice
should taken to mean the 1ipjunction, because of the
construction—"* The pupil should approach the preceptor alone
and the learned preceptor should teach him’. More over, the
teaching by the preceptor 1s not known ordained otherwise.
The perfect tense 1s ordamned 1n the sense of injunction by
the rule—‘In Veda, the aorist, imperfect and perfect tenses
are used in other senses also’. (Pan. 3-4-6).
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2. Janmadyasya yaiah.

(The Brahman 1= He) from whom (proceed) the
creation, etc, of this Universe.

The scriptural text 1s this—*‘ From whom all these
beings are born; by whom, when born, they are all preserved
and to whom they go back when they perish—do you
desire to know that well, that is the Brahman’. (Tait.
II1-1-1). The meaning of the Sitra is thus—The Vedic text
declares that 1t is the Brahman, from whom proceed the
creation, the sustenance and the destruction of the world—
this world 1s a mixture of various sentient amd non-
sentient beings whose enjoyment of the pleasure and
pain, has been settled. In this Satra, the word, ‘from
whom’ 1s used in the ablative case to mean the causality in
general ; because it is applied in common to the creation,
sustenance, and destruction (of the universe). His causal-
ity m production includes his being the efficient cause
as well as the material cause. It is so, because the
Vedic statement ‘From whom etc.’ 1s common to both.
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To the question—how 1s 1t? the reply 1s this—There 152
clear reference to Him as being the cause of the creation,
etc. (of the world) in the expression ‘ from whom etc.’ as if
He were a well-known celebiated Beimng His celebrity n-
cludes the twofold causation said above. (Consider) the
text ‘Existence alone, my dear boy, this was in the
beginning one only, without a second ... It thought ‘ May
I become many and be born’. It created Tejas’ (Chand.
VI-2-1 & 3). Here the expression ‘ Existence alone this was
in the begnning one only * proves that He 1s the material cause
(of the Universe). The expression ‘ without a second’ refutes a
different substratum. Hence 1t becomes known that the Brah-
man, who is denoted by the word ‘existence’ 1s both the
efficient cause and the material cause (of the Universe). It is
known also from the scriptual text *‘ It thought ¢ May I become
many and be born" that He did resolve to assume many
vanegated forms of sentient and non-sentient beings and then
He did create (the Universe). Therefore the expression
‘from whom' 1s used in the scripture with the ablative
case in this sense of causality in general,
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In this text (Brahmasiitra) itself the fact that the Brahman
is both the material cause and the efficient cause (of the
Universe) has been objected on the ground of logical con-
tradiction and of the specific statement i1n the Vedic text, viz.
“The magician created the Universe from this” (S'vet.
IV-1-9) and subsequently maintained after refuting the
objection 1n the Sutras 1-4-23 to 26.

How then does the Brahman—who is omniscient and
omnipotent, who wills the truth and who has discarded all
things unworthy to be of human pursuit as He himself being
not tainted with evil—create the Universe, which is a mixture
of various wonderful sentient and non-sentient beings? The
author of the Swfras® himself will raise this objection and
answer 1t. He raises the objection in Safras 1I-1-8 and
11-1-21 and answers 1t in Satras 1I-1-9 and I1-1-22.

The individual self is declared to be distinct from the
Brahman in the series of scriptural texts and smrti passages
stated below :—

1 Badar@iyana 1s ealled the author of the S##ras here,
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‘The destructible 1s the Avidya or action. The immortal
is the Vidya or knowledge. He (the Brahman), who com-
mands the Vidya and the Awvidya 1s distinct from the soul.’
(S've. 5-1).

‘He is the cause. He 1s the lord of the lord of the
senses (z.e. of the Jiva or the individual self). He has neither
progenitor nor master ' (S've. VI-9).

‘The destructible 1s the Pradhina or Prakrti; the
ymmortal and the indestructible 1s the Hara (i.e. the individual
self) and the Lord ajone rules over the destructible Prakrts
and the individual self * (S've. I-10).

The enjoying soul 1s said Hara because he takes the non-
sentient things for his enjoyment.

‘These are two Purusas in the world, the destruc-
tible and the indestructible. The destructible represents all
beings, while the indestructible is said to be the unchanging
one’' (Bh. Gita XV-16). But other than these, 1s the
Highest Purusa called the Supreme Soul, who as the
eternal Lord, supports the three worlds, having entered them,
(Bh. Gita XV-17).

3
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Because 1 transcend the destructible beings and am
also higher than the indestructible Jiva, am I celebrated
in the world and i the Veda as the Supreme Person
(Bh. Gita XV-18).

The Brahman 1s Superior than and distinct from
the 1ndividual self, who experiences distress and sorrow
which are not fit to be the scope of human pursuit. The
Brahman has for His body the individual selves and He
1s their Self. This fact has been established by hundreds of
scriptural passages such as (@) *“ Remaining in the self + has
the self as His body ”” (Madhy-) and (b) * He is the inner self
of all beings; He 1s devoid of all pains; He is the Divine Lord;
He is the only one God Nardyana (Sub. VII). Though
the embodied soul assumes the state of an effect, yet he is not

tainted with evils of the effect, because the good and bad attri-

butes are restricted in each case. There are illustrative exam-

ples for this. Therefore the Brahman 1s not tainted with evils.
Hence there 1s no absurdity in the passages of Vedanta. This
has been asserted in S#tra 2-1-9, The illustrative example 1s
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